
Sn* laeal retaller take sustalnablllty
and golng green in a ere*tiwdiuedion
fu ffiargo Plerce

un-catchers made from recycled
glass are a great example of way's

to recycle and re-use, but have you
aveT -ppn eAT-inoc m:de from h,rlllc

caps, a change purse made out of candy
wrappers, a binder made from computer
Darls or a nrrr.e madc Iron ltre inncr tubc>?r_''-.-_
Unconventional and one-ol-a-kind items are
what ;ou ll find ai re-. u here d.scarded oblecrs
are -er 

) cled into art rnd ot her useful gifrr.

"Most er.erything has been recycled or

reclaimed from something else," says Nancy
Martin, founder and owner of re-. "We

also carry items made from susrainable
materials and items to help you make
better choices for the environment.

'What makec u\ un:.lrc 's that we re all
about making better decisions for the
planet overall." Martin hopes the shop
r.r ill in>pire people ro rhink differcnrly '

rhnr rt t he t hino< r hpr a.e r I'' ''' 'o- ' / * ' rlowl-g a\ a) '

''\n mrn\ nann]r nrrr, he<p r^ irhn,'r rh;.Li."' r'"r'' """''"6
about the long-term ramrfications," she
>.rys. lhink abour whars going ro happen
when you're done with this item. Can it
be re-purposed? Can it be recycled or is it
going to end up in a landfil1 and be rhere
hundreds or thousands olyears from now?"

Descrlbing herself as the daughter of

WwU;$ry

"depression era paren$," Martin learned a

lot rhout exrending Lhe Lre ol rny rLrng and
er er; thing whrle she was glowing up.
'Quilting uas an original fnrm of recicling.
Clothing was passed to anorher generation.
altered, patched or eventuaLly worn out.
The remaininp ucefu lalrri, u as then-__- _- '^_'__^_'-

used lo crcate a quilt. Martin , xplai"'.
''Thars uhar rhei re dorno uirh lndian
saris and Guatemalan blouses now Much
of the fabric is sti1l beautiful and usable,
so they're making them into purses."

re- hosts a variety o[ classes that support the
phiLosophy of the srore. EveryJanuary is a

box making class that turns the wall calendar
Iiom the previous year into a functional set
of gift boxes. A Chicago artjsL will soon teach
a class on how to re-purpose a wool sweater
that urs rccidenLall; tossed into rhe dryer
rnd oive ir q -e, anr] life;< e nrrrcp nr inru-lrr** b' -' t\l-'"/

[he roncept oI reduring. reusing and

recvcling i. seriou> businest. but it can
elro he [un accordin"'o \4artin.*\+\4*l!'b'" '

"We have reusable gifi bags. They're made
from cloth and you can track them," she
says. "You go on Jlne, register the number
of ihe bag and say, 'This is going to Aunt
Sa111 in \er,r York \\ hen Aunr Sally reuse,
the bag, she goes on line and does the
same thing. You get an e-mail that says,

'Your bag has now lefi New York and tts
on its way to Florida.' How cool is that?"
Nilartin regularly looks for philanthropic
oroini-21'ons IL:l srrnnorr new businc>,
\enluTcs in thrrd-uold rountrics
and non-profi t organizations.

'We hrve 2 comnrn\ thet mclr<,-lnrr n olr<<

that would normally go into a landfill and
makes sun catchers and ornamenls," she
sar:. All the proceeds - nor ju>r rhe prohrs

- go to loca1 charities. They give back to
the community and its just another way
of recycLlng. We har.'e also parLnered with
a womans cooperatlve
in Bangladesh to start
a program called'Books
for Bangiadesh'using
r nortinn nf rhe nrnfit<_ l'-' .,''

from their nrndrr, r< fn
rl!!i*""t!

send back to Lhem."
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